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The high-cost chromosome -

XX retirement: lower pay, 

less savings, longer lives

Apologies to Dr Suess



ÅMarriage-like 
relationships can
ensure economic 
security.

ÅWidowhood can be 
ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ 
wealth 

ÅDivorce is usually 
adverse (espif kids 
involved) 3

ñAlicia is unfortunately 

married (for money, 

naturally) to the gouty and 

morally upright Mr

Johnson, a man who is too 

old to be agreeable, and 

too young to dieò.



ÅMarriage-like 
relationships can
ensure economic 
security.

4



The things I wish my mother had 
told ƳŜΧ
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What do women reallyreallywant 
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óWomen want the power to decide for themselvesô    Gloria Steinen



Distribution of net worth 

7 Stats NZ 2016



Very little gender analysis in NZ
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ÅHousehold Net Worth Statistics: YrJune 2015

characteristics Median
$

Mean
$

House-
hold

Couple only 489,000 989,000

Couple2+ 
kids

258,000 617,000

One-person 229,000 408,000

Sole 
parent+kids

26,000 164,000

Tenure Familytrust 657,000 1,445,000



Very little gender analysis in NZ

9

ÅIndividual Net Worth Statistics: YrJune 2015

characteristics Median
$

Mean
$

Sex Male 88,000 332,000

Female 86,000 264,000

Age 55-64 278,000 555,000

65+ 288,000 534,000
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Individuals in a couples do better for 
non NZS income 

Figure I.11 
Income from non-government sources for one person and couple EFUs (66+): 
weekly amounts per person, decile upper boundaries, deciles 1-8, HES 2012  
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The top two 

deciles are 

omitted to 

enable a 

sensible vertical 

scale to be used



How many women are income poor? 
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ñThere is very little difference in poverty 

rates for females and malesò MSD 2015
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Whole pop HES 2014

Total άtƻƻǊέ

Female 1.81m 280,000

Male 1.72m 240,000

TOTAL (15+) 3.53m 520,000


