
On our watchééééééé.

A sign of insanity is 

continuing to do the same 

things and expecting a 

different result
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What does CPAG try to do?

ÅProduce credible research 

ÅUse academics to raise profile of social justice 
issues 

ÅContribute to public debate and political 
pressure for change

ÅSometimes activist  eg  Hikoi for housingςPark-
up for homes

Å!ǊƎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ΨōŜǘǘŜǊΩ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉǳǘǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
wellbeing at the centre- human rights 
approach 



Best interests of the child at the centre



2015 Child 
Hardship Bill 
continued 

ά! ǊŜƭŜƴǘƭŜǎǎ 
focus on paid 
ǿƻǊƪέ

From 1990s policy focus has put paid work at centre



Why do we need Working for 
Families?

ÅSociety must support the young and the old

ÅWe do óoldô very well!

ÅWe donôt say- ñNZ Superannuation is a 
subsidy to employersò

ÅWorking for Families is an investment by 
society in its future.



Å Benefits are for adults.  

Å Working for Families is for children.



So what is wrong with WFF?



Total WFF

$2.4 billion



10 years after IWTC came in: 2016

The In Work Tax Credit 

rises to $72.50 a week

Just an inflation catch-up

A lot for the poorest 

children to miss out on

WFF 2016 2020

FTC 1837m 1831m

Other 577m 639m

Only work-based WFF increases


