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Families adrift:

The Social and economic climate of 

the 21st century

http://www.cpag.org.nz/assets/160624_NZ and Oz Family payments_final.pdf
http://www.cpag.org.nz/assets/160624_NZ and Oz Family payments_final.pdf
http://homes.eco.auckland.ac.nz/sstj003/
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Å Mental distress occurs in the
context of structural social and
economic inequity .

Å Families and children bear the
brunt of poverty in NZ

Å Systemic poverty is an outcome
of choice, i .e not inevitable .



Economic and 

social policy

Disease &mental

illness



ñFor each of eleven different 

health and social problems:

outcomes are significantly 

worse in more unequal rich 

countries.ò

Growing inequality



Health and social problems are 
worse in more unequal countries

Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level 

(2009)                      www.equalitytrust.org.uk

Index of:

ÅLife expectancy

ÅMath & Literacy

ÅInfant mortality

ÅHomicides

ÅImprisonment

ÅTeenage births

ÅTrust

ÅObesity

ÅMental illness ï

incl. drug and 

alcohol addiction

ÅSocial mobility



The damage of Inequality

Old view

Inequality necessary,

AND  beneficial

New View

ñThe recent concentration of 

income gains among the most 

affluent is both politically dangerous 

and economically damaging. The 

political worry is a descent into 

angry populisméthere is growing 

evidence of furyò  Economist Sept 

2013



Wealth is distributed much 
more unequally than income.  

The top 10% hold 6 0% of 
the total wealth. (Stats 2016)

NZôs two- speed economy

The unpleasant arithmetic of 

inequality
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The poor used to be the old

Can we do it- yes we can!

National Superannuation 

1976





Material deprivation rates (% with 5+ and 7+ enforced lacks), EU-13, 
those aged 17 years 20 European countries + NZ (Perry 2016)



Pressures from Ageing of the 
population
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60,000dementia 

sufferers today  

By 2026, increase by 

more than 60%

Numbers expected to 

treble by mid century


